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The following questions were raised by stakeholders at recent UDOT public meetings. 

 

Q. Why do the bridges at 800 and 1100 North need to be replaced? 

A. I-15 will soon be widened with the EXPRESSLink project and the existing bridges will not span the new width. 

The bridges are also scheduled to be replaced before safety issues become a concern. The new bridge will be 

built according to current standards and will improve safety for bridge users. 

 

Q. Why is UDOT replacing two bridges with one bridge?  

A. Consolidation of the two bridges is not a new concept. In 1998, UDOT participated in a Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement process that produced a document showing one bridge at 1100 North.  The bridge 

consolidation is being considered by the project team now because funding is available.   

 

Consolidation makes good practical sense. The bridges are close together and traffic volume on the bridges is 

low. The UDOT project team members believe that the transportation needs of the community could be served 

with one bridge.   

 

Q. Why is the preferred location at 1100 North?  

A. Three equally important reasons support placing the new bridge at 1100 North: 

1. Space. The 1100 North location has enough space for a two-way bridge. UDOT owns land in 

the 1100 North area, and can build a wider two-way structure without undergoing an 

expensive right-of-way process. A two-way bridge at that location would preserve all current 

access to I-15.  

2. Cost. The consolidation will save about $1.7 million in project costs. More importantly, 

maintaining one bridge instead of two will provide substantial savings over the life of the 

bridge – about 75 years. Right-of-way costs will also be saved by building at the 1100 North 

location.  

3. Proximity. The proposed location of the new bridge is in the immediate area of existing 

freeway ramps.   

 

Q. What traffic count data is available? 

A. UDOT conducted a study in 2006 that includes comments from residents and businesses near the 800 North 

Bridge. Approximate numbers of cars and trucks using the 800 North Bridge were also included in the study. 

UDOT is in the process of getting current traffic counts for both bridges.  

 



Q. Where is the STIP (Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan) on the UDOT site? 

A. www.udot.utah.gov/go/stip 

 

Q. How can I view the environmental study document for this project? 

A. The environmental document is available at the UDOT Region 2 office located at 2010 S, 2760 West, Salt 

Lake City. A copy can be requested by calling 801 975-4986.  

 

At the time of the environmental study, the consolidation of the bridges was not being considered. 

Should UDOT determine though stakeholder involvement and further analysis that one bridge will 

replace the two existing bridges, the environmental study will be amended accordingly. 

 

Q. When did the legislature approve the addition of express lanes (also known as HOT for high 

occupancy/toll lanes) to I-15? 

A. The Utah State Legislature has given the Utah Transportation Commission sole authority to establish express 

lanes. Approval of the legislature is not required to establish HOT lanes. 

Utah Code states: 

72-6-118 

(3)(d)If approved by the commission, the department may: 

(i) establish high occupancy toll lanes on existing state highways 

 

Q. What funding source is being used for the project? 

A. State money from the transportation fund will be used for this project. The transportation fund includes 

revenue generated from the state gas tax and vehicle registration fees. 

 

Q. What is the public involvement process for the bridge replacement decision? 

A. The decision was made to consider replacing the bridges at 800 and 1100 N with one bridge in late July.  In 

order to uncover important community issues before making a final decision, UDOT has taken steps to inform 

area residents, business owner/operators and elected officials about the upcoming bridge replacement decision 

and receive public comment.  

Project team members and representatives: 

• Met with Salt Lake City planning and engineering officials on to inform them of the decision to 

replace two bridges with one on August July 29 and August 18. 

• Scheduled a public open house and hand delivered 1200 open house English/Spanish language 

invitations to residents between August 11 to August 18. 

• Held a public open house on Thursday, August 21 to explain the bridge replacement options and 

receive comments from residents. 

• Presented an overview of the bridge replacement options to the Rose Park Community Council on 

September 3. 

• Presented an overview of the bridge replacement options to the Salt Lake City Transportation 

Advisory Board on September 8. 



• Presented an overview of the bridge replacement options to residents and businesses at 

NeighborWorks on September 9. 

• Contacted and met with elected officials and stakeholders through out the process. 

The UDOT project team will continue to receive public comment and answer questions throughout the entire 

EXPRESSLink project.  

 

Q. What future projects will connect to the express lanes? 

A. The Utah Transportation Commission, which has the statutory authority to prioritize projects and decide how 

funds are spent, has approved express lanes in Salt Lake and Utah Counties, and recently approved funding to 

extend express lanes into Davis County.  Express lanes already exist along I-15 in Salt Lake County. Eventually 

those express lanes will connect with express lanes in Utah and Davis counties.  

 


